LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE

important and lucrative posts because they were poor and
had helped forward the Union in some trivial way. That
applicants should be suitable for the position was an idea
that rarely entered their minds. If all their voracious
demands were not satisfied in full, they deluged the Castle
with abusive letters and plotted against the men they had
formerly served with so many protestations of loyalty.
Lord Redesdale's sense of decency was outraged beyond
measure.

" 'You have truly said/ he told Lord Eldon, 'that if
Irish job is permitted to get into English councils, the
Union will ruin England. You never made a more just
or more important observation. We are gone, if the spirit
of Irish job is not completely put out of countenance' 'V

From the first he fought against it by every means in
his power, and shortly after his arrival in Dublin, he wrote
to Lord Eldon (4th May 1802):

"Patronage is here much looked to from habit; and
every man's consequence depends, in some degree, on his
patronage; and patronage is sought in various ways. This
makes it much more difficult to find a man who is wholly
disinterested on any subject, or who thinks himself not
interested, though in fact he can scarcely be deemed to
have an interest. In truth, we have not yet quite got rid
of the old habits produced by the old system."2

1  H. Twiss, Public and Private Life of Lord Chancellor Eldon (1844), I- 432-
2  Ibid., I. 431.